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Ship's

History

Part I ~ Chronology of Events

9 Jan 7

17 San 79

25 Jan 78

8 Feb 79
16 Feb 70

9-13 Mar 7¢

24-26 Mar 79

15 April 7¢°

1314 May 7¢

14 May 70

18-19 May 79

20 May 78
21 May 79

22 May 79

4-9 Jun 79

13 Jun 7B

29 Jun 70

27 Jul 7¢

26 Aug 7@

Delivery of USS GRIDLEY (DLG-21) to the Navy
Commissioned following AAW Modernization at Bath
Iron Works, Bath Maine. R. L. Thorson, Capt., USN,
assumed command.

Commenced 20 week Phase III of DLG 16 Class AAW
Modetnization, Special test and check out pericd,

Transited Panama Canal.
Arrived at home port, Long Beach, California.

Exercises with Fleet Training Group, San Diego,
in southern California Operating Area,

Prosecuted unidentified submarine contact.

USS CRIDLEY'S status changed from "Im Commigsion,
Special” to "In Commission™ by CNO.

ASW operations in Southern California Operating
Areas with USS MEDREGAL (SS5-480)

Underway, independently, for Seattle, Washington.

Remained in Seattle for Weapons Systems Alignment
Tests.

Underway for, and at, Dabob Bay on Hood Canal.
Underway for Nanoose Test Range in British Columbia.

ASROC and Torpedo firings in Nanoose Bay, then
underway for Long Beach,

Independent gteaming and test firings of Terrier
systems at the Pacific Missile Range on the Fifth,
Eighth, and Ninth., Eleven missiles fired.

Completed 20 Week Phase III of DLG 16 Class AAW
Modernization, special Test and Check out Period.

Commenced Post Shake down -Availability phase of
AAW Modernization in Long Beach, Naval Shipyard.

Entered Dry Dock.

Completed Dry Docking.
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4 T T Officially Completed Post Shake down Availability
at 2400 and USS GRIDLEY (DLG-~21) became & unit of
the U.S5. Pacific Fleet,

6—?10ct 70 Underwent dockside FORACS checks at Long Baach,

8 Oct 74 Complete underway FORACS check at San Clemente
Island.

12-23 Oct 79 Underwent Interim Refresher Training ac San Diego

with Fleet Training Group, San Diego. Completed
training and exercises with a grade of satisfactory.

9 NOJ?3@ Loaded weapons at Seal Beach.

12-13 Nov 79 At Pacific Missile Range for Test Firings, ASW
and Helo Operations.

16 Nov 78 Completed weapons loading at Seal Beach.

20 ¥ov 79 Underway for Pearl Harbor in company with USS REEVES
(DLG-24). Commencement of WESTPAC deployment.

25 Nov 78 Arrived Pearl Harbor.

27 Nov 76 Departed Hawaii, enroute to Cuam,

3 Dec 70 Inchopped to Seventh Fleet.

5 Dec 7{ Arrived ar Guam for a fuel seop prior to getting
underway for Subic Ray.

9 Dec 7¢ Arrived at Subic Bay,

12 Nec 76 Underway from Subic Bay for Gulf of Tonkin Operation.

14 Dec 7% Entered Hostile Fire Zone,

15 Dec 78 Agsumed CTU 77.8.1 (North SAR) responsibilities

from USS WAINWRIGHT (DLG-28) following unrep with
USS WICHITA (ADR-1).

17 Dec 7¢ Departed NSAR to join TG 77.6 and departed Hostile

Fire Zone.
18 Dec 78 Arrived in Subic Bay in company with USS RANGER (CVA-61)
26 Dec 7¢ Departed Subic Bay enroute in Yankee Station with TG 77.6.
27 Dec 7@ intered Hostile Fire Zone.
28 Dec 70 Again assumed responsibilities of CTU 77.64.1 with

escort services provided by USS CHANDLER (DD-717).
Remained on station for remainder of calendar year.



Lavsary 9.0, GRIDLEY hull number DLG-21, was ds=livered - Commandant
Firev Ka 20 Diste ot acting oo bzhalf of the United Staras Ha'y, by Bath Iron

Wifks Docnrratiorn, Bath, Main: This day also marked the urlrving of the two
pre-tamrossionleg detalls inrt cie unit. The 7 o07fi-:rs axd 7.7 enlisted men
woo ned bLeen isdergoing formal training at Fleet Traiving _es-ar, Wor falk,
Virginia fiew to Bath, Maine, arnd joined the 1k of ficers and 15 ani.zved men
Wwho hal wouirored the fisal steges of GRIDLEY's moderni:atisc. BRetween 9
Jariary a0 rhs sommissiorning date of 17 January, this newly formed crew
prepare. o take their pew ship thriugh an arducus series of tests and exercises
te detsrmines the fitpess of theirp ship and themselves, Aldivienally <hey cleaned
and preracssd the ship for commissioning while loading her with arl of -ra con-
eurables that {g takes to operate a modern warship. On 17 January 197¢ 1SS
GRIDLEY (DiG-21) was zommissioned a+ Bath Iron Works. The thip was accepted

for the U.8. Navy by RADM J. §. Shaffer, USN, who also commissic-ed the ship-
Capteir R, L. Thorson agsuwn=d »ommand. Eneclosure 2V is -pe TOEEIESIONLINE
brochurs,

Upse compietion of rinal preparations for returning to ssa 4-1 e - ~mmence—
went of the Phase IT1 Testing period of the DLG-16 Class Medernizasion Program,
the ship and its newly assembled crew departed Maine for Norfaik, Virginia, on
23 January.

The Frase 11T Testing Feriod prescribed in +he Mecdernizarion Frogram provided
For continuous ontside technical aseigtancs while the arew grzomed the four newly
acquired AN/SPG 55B radars,Naval Tactical Data System, arnd Al SF3-48 radar and
melded them into a eompleted combat system. Simultaneously the -raw worked
its way from basic exercises to the scphisticated exercises tha- denote a combat
ready team of men and equipment. One important element 5f Phase [1T was the
Speclal Test and Checkout Pericd {STCP) which provided ~he ship with the services
of Univac, Sperry, Litrascope, Gilfillan, and General Dyramice wndsr the coordina—
sion of LSRR Fred Kat:, representing NAVSHIPS. Enclosure (L' 18 a detailed
list of the tests and sgercises undertaken during the entirery of Fhase III.

Having st.eamed indeperdently for six days after leaving Nortoik, the ship
transited the Panama Canal -n & February and moored at the Naval Station at
Rodman in the Canal Zone. On O February GRIDLEY got uaderway and pracesded
rorth to Zalifornia, Throughout the passage the crew, as befare, was drilled
and trained in an attsmpt %o more fully prepare them for the zperation of the
ship.

Un 16 Februsry GRIDLEY arrived in Long Beach for a periad -f jacal “perations
and upkeep that endsd on 15 May. The time was made notable by several svents.
Fleet Training Group, San Liego, provided an assist visit to the ship in San
Diego from 9 to 13 Marsh. During the vieit, various coordinated exerzises
were held in the Scuthern California Operating areas. From . +- 76 Maroh the
Facitic Flest's newest DLG parvicipated in the prosesutis:n of an aident:fied
submaring contacrt. For the reriod of 14 te 16 April GHIDLEY Lrovided submarine
target vessel services for four aenventional submarines, the HARDER {83-568)
VCLADCR(33-490), REQUIN (58-481;, =nd POMFRET (85~391). The submarirs force
repald this assistance by providing the USS MEDREGAT. (S5-48CF for an%-sub-
marine cperaticns off the rcomst of Southern Califernis on May 1% a4 .. Tn
these two exercigses three torpedoes and one ASROC were expended.

Foliowing this, GRIDLEY steamed north to Seattls, Washingvon o undergo
2 Weapons systems alignment check. These tests tock plaze on 1E and 19 May .
Following tke completion of this evelution the ship gz! weisrway for cperations
In Dabob Bay on Hocd Canal. After spending the night mocrsd at the Nsva:
Aammuritics Depot, Bangor,the ship got underway for British Columbia to part-
leipate in ASROC and torpedc firings at the Naroose Test Range. 0On 22 May
WO torpedo and two ASEOC firings were made. Felliowing these Tirings the
Bhip headed beck for Califorria, arriving in Leng Beack on May 25 fopr s short
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Do bosd was taker or oar ZSeal Beaeh s 3 Juns Erisr ts5 sngaging
8t the Pac:rfic Missile Range or 3,8 asd 9 Jure  Jr those
ata of elever miesiles were fired. GRIDLEY thaen rerueped to
restricted aval iability and the £o8t ghake down availability
her AAW Modernizaticn. This iong period of shipyard work
time for operating at sea; kowever, the ship 4.4 (ndergs a
zn o June 1% and gsveral other undervway pericds as part of
trimls and a four day INSURYV Inspeetion that :ommenced ~n >
1 July te 26 August GRIDLEY was in drydeek for urderwater holl
84 erded 4 Getober. [noal operations continued through Seprt-rher
shipboard event beirg the Annual Supply Iuspection on 20
Supply Department received a grade of GG.68 7op rating >f

1

6 and 7 a dockside FORACS check was mads in Long Beach prior

final, underwey, FORACS tast off San Clemente Islami or B O-tober.
Cotcber were spent in San Diege undergoing a Trairivg ard Readiuess
o prior 1o the commensement of Interim Refresher Iraining which
extended from 12 o 23 October. The result of the streruoas, condsrsed,
program was & satisfaztory mark for the ship. GRIDLEY tnen returrned +o Long
Beach whers sne remained in pert urtil B Nevember.

Or. 6 November the skip successfully completed a Terrisr asd ASEOD Nuclear
Weapone Acceptance Inspection., The ship again loaded weapons a* S2al Beazh on
9 November and then returned to her homeport for two days prisr tc depar-ing
for the Pacific Missile Range on 12 November. Following the Firicg =T o2ne
missile in the surface mode or. 13 November the ship went soarh *o San Diego
for anti-submarine operations and helicopter exereises, Fallowing ore landing
the helocopter was unable to take off and the sip was forzed to divert to
San Dliege to off load 1t. This having been done, the ship retyurned +o Long Beach
on L4 November. After belng in port for one day the erew Agaln got thelr ship
underway asd steamed Lo Sesl] Eeash for a final weapons loading. The ship
immediately returned to her huzeport whers she remained in psyt feom 17 1o 19
November in preparatisn for oversess movement.

On 20 Nevember US3 GRIDLEY departed Long Beach in company with the USS
EEVES (DLuG=2L), another AAW Msdernized DLG, enroute to Fear- Harbir on +he first

g

oyl

ieg of her transit to the Guif =f Tonkin &nd to her role in the 3zrenth Fleet,
5 crt in Pearl Harbor giving ~he rew a chance

25 and 2€ dsvember were speat o o
Lo rest atter what had besp, o npasy, sn uneomfortable passags . Trs ship
i

N

g0t underway on November 27 fo: ap i dependent passage o Guam. Inzhop ~o the
Seventh Fieet ozcurred sn Decemper 3 and Guam was reached, for a half~day visit
and fuel svcp, on © Decembsr. GRIDLEY arrived at Sublies Fay ip the Republie nf
the Phillipines 9§ Dezember. Uiring three busy days spent in Subic EBay . firnal
preparaticis for sustained combat functions were made and 2 Faus! Beourity
Group Deta chment was embarked. Tre ship departed Sutic Bay or 17 December and
cn 14 Decerber the ship entered tbe hostile fire zone.

On 15 December, following an underway replenishment from +hs USE WICHITA
(40F-1}, GEIDLEY relieved the USS WAINWRIGHT (DLG-28), on Sration, &= COTU 77.0.1,
Gulf of Tourkin North Semyeh and Rescue Picket, This assigrmest scptitu=d4 for
two days before & holiday standown caused GRIDLEY to join TG 77.6 as an escort
to USS RANGER (CVA-61) on December 7. Later that same day the hostile fire
zone was left behind ae the ships returned to Subie Bay. ALl 77.6 units remained
in Subic Bay until 26 December when they departed for Yrkss Simrion. Op 27
Lecember GRIDIFY again entered the hostile fire zone, and with her esagrr USS
CHANDLER (DD-717; assumed Nerth SAR Station for the remainder of the reporting
period.



Uralsirg was the ene primary jsb of GRIDIEY and her erew in 1970, Her

ordnsrnrs zapenditures give about as true & picture of the level of
any indicator. 12 Terrier missiles, 6 terpedces, 5 ASROC=s and 781
of X Inch ammuzition were sxpernded in slightly iess than tweiw=
commlesioned service,

motivity as
rounds

months of
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HiSTCRY OF USS GRIDLEY (DLG~21)

Uy 8 BEEY 01G~22) thicd man~of-war named tor Captain Charles

Geveo vo o he® o a grear cepuraticn to uphold, The name Gridley is noted
for Capnoin Suidiey’s honor, bravery, and devotrion to duty and for the
divtilug. oo reoerds ot wtwo previous ships which bore the name.

L he s: LRIDLEY «0D-92), a Torpedo Buat Destroyer, was commissionad
#oddat b 1949, She displaved 1200 tons and had an overall length of
“ia rew’ . She puarcl ipated in the histeric NO-4 Navy Seaplane trans-Atlantic
Ditghi. “ne rlrst or ivs kiud in May 1919, befeore being decommissioned

L9z,

lhe se sua GRIDLEY ibD-380), commissioned 24 June 1937, displaced 1725
«nd had 4n overall lengri of %] feet. She saw action in many battles
and irtssicns 1a the Pa iti. theater during World War 1I. For her part
in the war she re eived a nomwber of ribbens and 10 battle stars, one of
which wes awarded tor the siaking of the Japanese submarine I-54. The
ship wes decommissioned in April 1946.

The proeseo: GRIDLEY (DG-2!) was commissioned 25 May 1963 at the Puget
sound NMaval Shipyard, Bremerton, Washingron, and was assigned to the
U. 8. ba itiv Fleet, ir Mar-h 1964 GRIDLEY deployed to the Western
Pa 1fyv, o3 a unir of the (0, S. Pa-ific Fleet and was part of Task
Liwup D5 during the CGibt of lonkin crisis in August of that year. She
wih awarded the Avited Fories gxpeditionary Medal and the Navy Unit
Commendation tor service in support ot susccessful alr strikes counter—
shbavk cparatlons egalnst North Vietnamese torpedo boats and supporting
racdiiitics,

As a4 uriv or the U. &. Pacitic Fieet GRIDLEY again deployed to the
Woestern bacitic in 1965, 1966, and 1968 where she served in the South
viiing Seq and Tenkin Gult. While deployed to the U. S. Seventh Fleet
gne provided anvi-air and anti-submarine protection, carrier excort

vices and search and res.ue services, Duties while assigned to the
L. 5. First Fleet have included missile firings for test and evaluation,
anti-subrar ine warfare and anti-air warfare exercises and various good
wiii purt visits.

v tndy 1968 GRIDLEY departed her homeport of Long Beach, California
bvend ror Bath liou Works Corvporation, Bath, Maine, and decommissioning
inciduat 1o oundergoing an extensive anti~air warfare modernization
-onveisice.  This included installation of the latest developments in
Gaval wartare. During her shipyard periocd GRIDLEY was fitted out with
tie Naval Tacticel Data System (NTDS) which will provide rapid communi~
catlons znd information display to enable ship and force commanders to
make derisiuns in countering hostile threats in today's high-speed
wartare, Alsc lostalled were updated air search radar and Terrier missile
tite coatisl equipment as well as nore powerful turbo generators to pro-
vide Jnoreased power for the new equipment.
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Was cuamissloned L4 Jaruary 1990 at Bath, Maine, and reported
G raclric Fleet 8 Febroary where she took her place as one
cwesloJdpits of tuday s modern United States Navy. After an

© Pwtticy period and pust shakedown availability at the Long

. mrpracd GRIDLEY reported for duty 5 October 1970 to Commander-
sioo Vo Pa iliv Freer.
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Biography of
CAPTATN ROBERT L., THORSON, USN

Rober. §«Roy THORSON was bor: in Yankton, South Dakota on December 15,
1925, He atrended high schoels in DeSmet and Brookings, South Dakota

rior to eatering the naval service on May 24, 1943, He attended the
Universirvy of Minnesota in the Navy V-12 program and was subsequently
commiszloned a8 an Ensign February 20, 1946 at the same time as he
teceived a degree of Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota,

Foliowing graduation and commigsioning, Captain THORSON initially served
a shorc time at the Naval Training Station, Newport, Rhode Island and
then oun board the light cruiser CLEVELAND. In August 1946, he reported
en board the destroyer BORDELON and served on board for one year,
initially ip the Far East and subsequently in the Atlantic Fleet. From
September 1947 to August 1949, he served on board the light aircraft
carrier WRIGHT, and then was reassigned to the attack cargo ship ALGOL.

Afrer 5 six month deployment with the SIXTH Fleet in the Mediterranean

on board ALGOL, his ship was ordered from Norfolk, Virginia to the Far
East i1a June 1930. During the Korean conflict on board ALGOL, he
participated in the assaults at Inchon and Wonsan, the evacuations of
Korean Forts, and other amphibious operations in support of United Nations
Forces. Detached from ALGOL in September 1951, he served with the staff
51 the Chief of Waval Air Reserve Trailning, Glenview, Illinois, as

officer in Charge, Personnel Accounting Machine Installation, until
December 1954,

From January 1955 to January 1957, Captain THORSON was Operations
Officer of the Long Beach based detroyer HARRY E., HUBBARD. After
attending Salvage School at Bayonne, New Jersey, he assumed command of
the fileet ocean Tug ABNAKI, homeported at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii in
April 1957.

Captain THORSON was awarded a degree of Bachelor of Communications
Engineering after attending the U. S. Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey,
California, from July 1958 to May 1960. He was then assigned as Executive
Officer of the Pearl Harbor based destroyer RENSHAW for a year. In

July 1961, he became Commanding Cfficer of the radar picket destroyer
excort WILHOITE also homeported at Pearl Harbor. In July 1962, he

becams the personal aide and Flag Secretary for the Commander in Chief,

U. 8. Pzeific Fleet. During this tour which lasted until Mav 1965, he
served for four consecutive Commanders in Chief of the Pacific Fleet
{Admirals John H. SIDES, U.S.G. SHARP, T. H.MOORER and Roy L. JOHNSON).

Captain THORSON then commanded the San Diego based destroyer LYMAN X.
SWENSON from July 1965 to March 1967. From April to July 1966, he had
addicional duty as Commander, Destroyer Nivision FIFTY THREE. He was



awarded the Navy Commendation Medal with Combat "V" for outstanding services

as a s.reen commander and Commanding Officer LYMAN K. SWENSON during
Oopérzcions against the enemy in Vietnam from September 1965 to February
1966. He was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal for outstanding
meritcrious service asg Commanding Officer, U. 8. Naval Communication
Staticn, Greece from May 1967 to August 1969, Captain THORSON was then
ordered as Prospective Commanding Officer, USS GRIDLEY (DLG-21) and
teported at Barh, Maine, in October 1969. He became Commanding Officer
USS GRIDLEY when the ship was placed in commission 17 January 1970.

His home of record is DeSmec, South Dakota.

He 15 married to the former Shirley BEDNER of Yankton, South Dakota.
Caprain and Mrs. THORSON have one son, James Robert, aged five.

Captalno THORSON has been awarded the following decorations and campaign
meddis:

Meritorious Service Medal

Navy Commendation Medal with Combat "V"
Amzcican Thearre Campaign

World War IL Victory

Navy Occupation Service

Chioa Service (extended)

Nationai Defense Service with star
Korean Service with 4 engagement stars
Vietnam Service with 2 engagement stars
Unized Nations Korean Service

Kerean Presidential Unit Citation

July 1970
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